Media Statement

Iranshah Atash Behram Restoration: An Overview
Mumbai, December 13, 2021: The Iranshah Atash Behram building in Udwada, which was
constructed nearly 130 years ago in 1894, and the other structures in the complex required
extensive restoration and conservation work. Shapoorji Pallonji And Company Pvt Ltd
undertook the restoration at the request of Vada Dasturji Khurshed Dastoor of the Iranshah
Atash Behram.
The Shapoorji Pallonji team acted as an anchor for the restoration project. A detailed
examination was conducted for vulnerabilities on the structures, by a team of experts from
various fields. It was discovered that the Atash Behram building and other structures in the
complex had undergone many changes over the last century, which were not part of the
original architectural intent. A meticulous restoration plan was then prepared with the
objective to strengthen the structural stability and restore the architectural intent of the
buildings in the Atash Behram complex as originally envisaged.
The Iranshah Atash Behram building which housed the revered Iranshah since 31st October
1894, was constructed originally with the generous contribution of Bai Motlibai Manockjee
Wadia, daughter of the late Jehangirjee Nasserwanjee Wadia, in memory of her husband,
the late Manockjee Naorojee Wadia.
The Restoration Work:


The stone, brick and lime mortar structure of the Atash Behram building, constructed
by the composite masonry method, was structurally strengthened. A majority of the
wood in the building and the roof was repaired.



The roof that covered the terrace on the first floor was not a part of the original
structure. It was a subsequent addition that has now been removed as it was an
additional load on the structure as well as a potential source of leakage. The roof
waterproofing was redesigned to ensure no leakage.



With utmost care and special tools, the meticulous work of removing the layers of
paint was undertaken, to expose and restore the original stone façade of the building
and the crafted stone pillars.



The marble on the flooring of the veranda (otla) and the staircase was replaced with
new marble of the same type.



A ramp for easy access by wheelchairs was relocated.



The dome that houses the Kebla (sanctum sanctorum) is unique as it is a ribbed
dome made of lime mortar; the testing of this dome posed an additional challenge as
very few such domes are available in the country to serve as a reference for
conducting a non-destructive test. The dome passed the required test hence no
repair work was undertaken.



The five chimneys in the Kebla were replaced as they were rusted beyond repair.



The Nanhya house was a part of the architectural intent and was constructed in
1895; this is a building where the Mobeds take their bareshnum and live in isolation
as part of their purification process. The restoration of the structure involved repairing
and restoring the roof and walls which were deteriorated on account of water
seepage.



New Ghodhas (Lamassu) were crafted from a monolithic sandstone block and placed
at the entrance gate.



All the other structures were not a part of the original Atash Behram but were added
subsequently. The construction of the Mobeds’ resting house was completed in 1998
and donated to the Iranshah Atash Behram. All damages to this building were
repaired and the architecture modified to be in consonance with the complex.



The Kusti area was entirely rebuilt as the existing structure failed the structural
requirements.

Art and Antiquity:


An art and antiquity restoration lab was setup in Dasturji Kayoji Mirza Hall in Udwada.
The team of conservationists restored all plaques, metal antiquity and paintings
which were damaged over the years.



The original flag of Iranshah was restored and framed. As the restored flag cannot be
hoisted, a new flag as a replica using the same material palette of the original flag
has been made. It will be hoisted on all auspicious occasions.

Vada Dasturji Khurshed Dastoor of Iranshah Atash Behram initiated and guided the
restoration and conservation work, along with members of the nine priestly families who
serve the Iranshah Atash Behram. Our sincere thanks to Vada Dasturji Dr. Firoze M
Kotwal, Ervad Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia, Ms. Firoza Punthakey Mistree, Mr. Marazban
Giara and Ms. Parveen Z Mistry for their help and guidance throughout the project. The
Shapoorji Pallonji Mistry family gave valuable guidance and unstinted financial
support. The conservation and restoration work was supported by architect Mr. Hanoz
Ichhaporia of NEU dekor, Mr. Anupam Sah, Head of Art Conservation, Research and
Training at the CSMVS Museum Art Conservation Centre, Mr. Rahul Kshirsagar of Gadially

and Rawaal, Mr. Ram Savani from Savani Heritage Conservation Pvt Ltd, Mr. Saud
Dastagir of Soft Touchline Products Pvt Ltd, Mr. Jimmy Mehta and Mr. Khusru Petiawala of
Icrotone Pvt Ltd, Mr. Rohinton Engineer from Industrial Boilers, Mr. Aspi Karani, Mr Pesi
Awari, Mr. Adil Patrawala and Mr. Anil Gajjar contributing as key domain experts. The teams
at Shapoorji Pallonji began work in early 2018, led by Mr. Nozer Tarapore, ably backed by
Mr. Meherwan Daruvala, Mr. Kayan Jehani, Mr. Shoaib Khan and Ms. Shibani Haldar, and
supported by Mr. Firoze Bhathena. Their sincere dedication, despite the challenges of the
long drawn out ongoing pandemic, enabled the successful restoration of the Udwada Atash
Behram. We thank all the teams at Shapoorji Pallonji, and all individual professionals and
firms, for their significant contributions and expert support towards the throne of the revered
Iranshah, the principal place of worship of the Parsi, Irani Zoroastrian faith and community.

About Shapoorji Pallonji And Company Pvt Ltd
Shapoorji Pallonji And Company Pvt Ltd, established in 1865 in India, is a global diversified institution,
with a leading presence in the sectors of Engineering & Construction, Infrastructure, Real Estate,
Water, Energy and Financial Services. A strong employee base of over 50,000 people, deliver end-toend solutions across 50 nations. We build mega-structures, develop multifaceted iconic landmarks,
drive innovative technologies in water management, renewable energy, oil & gas and power, with a
focus on good governance and sustainable development, to engineer a better planet. To know more,
please visit: www.shapoorjipallonji.com.
For further information, please contact Shapoorji Pallonji:
Zarin Amrolia – 912267492696 | zarin.amrolia@shapoorji.com
For further information, please contact Concept PR:
Tanvi Khanolkar – 9619695172 | tanvi@conceptpr.com
Kaveer Ray - 9820219847 | kaveer.r@conceptpr.com
Disclaimer:
This press release may contain forward-looking statements, which may include any information including but not
limited to the company’s current expectations of future plans, developments and activities resulting from the
information available at the time of delivering the statement. These forward-looking statements often contain
expressions addressing matters that are reasonable to achieve though they may be subject to inherent
uncertainties that may cause actual results to differ materially from such statements. The company may not
update such forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances after the date of the statement.

